
 

 

Fellowship Baptist Church, October 4, 2015, AM 
Message: “Preparing the Way”—Malachi 2:17 
 
INTORDUCTION: Malachi 2:17 introduces Malachi 3.  Chapter 2 ends with a question, “Where is 
the God of judgment?”  The first 5 verses of chapter 3 describe the first and second coming of 
Christ.  His first coming was to provide salvation by dying for our sin.  His second coming will be 
to judge sin. 
 
I.  The question asked.—2:17 
 A.  Israel had wearied the Lord with their accusations.  

1.  Their accusation was that God did not judge evil.—3:14-15 
  2.  Habakkuk made the same accusation.—Hab. 1:1-4, 13 
 B.  It is hard to understand why evil doers seem to prosper while the righteous do not. 
  1.  Job asked the same question but found the answer in God’s character. 

     —Job 34:5-9; 10-12 
  3.  David had the same question and found the answer in the house of God. 

                   —Psalm 73:3-5; 16-18 
 B.  Where is the judgment of God?—2:17, c 
  1.  The answer is twofold. 
   a.  God is merciful.—3:6 
   b.  God will judge. –3:2 
  2.  The answer is found in the two comings of our Lord. 
   a.  His first coming is in the first part of v. 1. 
   b.  His second coming is seen in the end of v. 1 through v. 5.  
 
II.  The first coming of Christ was to offer salvation to all who would believe. 
 A.  God would send a messenger to prepare the way. 
  1.  The messenger sent before the first coming was John the Baptist. 

      —Matt. 11:10-11 
  2.  The messenger sent before the second coming will be Elijah.—Malachi 4:5;   
 B.  The ministry of John the Baptist was to prepare the way for the Son of God. 

      —Luke 1:76-78 
 C.  John’s message was one of repentance.—Matt, 3:1-12 
  1.  He called for the people to repent of sin.—Matt. 3:3;6 
  2.  He called for genuine repentance.—Matt. 3:7-8 
  3.  Salvation is not hereditary but personal.—Matt. 3:9 
  4.  John prepared the way for Christ.—Matt. 3:11-12; John 1:5-12 
 
CONCLUSION:   
 A.  Before salvation there must be the recognition of the need. 
 B.  There must be conviction of sin—“confessing their sins” (Matt. 3:6). 

C.  Conviction leads to confession which leads to turning to Christ. 
D.  Before judgment comes mercy. 

 


